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Roy Cantrell has served a number

Jerry Thomas is dean of the University

of interim pastorates since retiring from

of North Texas College of Education,

Abbotts Creek Missionary Baptist Church

a position he assumed last August. He

near High Point, N.C., in 1998. He cur

was formerly at Iowa State University,

rently serves Wallburg Baptist Church near

where he was professor and chair of the

WinstonSalem. He has published History,

Department of Kinesiology, interim dean

Heritage and Memories: Abbotts Creek

of the College of Education and interim

invest in future generations — is through a gift annuity,

Missionary Baptist Church 1756-2006,

associate dean for research and graduate

which provides an income tax deduction, guaranteed

and is the author of Visitors Around the

studies.

annuity payments for life, and the satisfaction of

Manger, a collection of stories and sermons.

knowing that the remaining principal in your fund

Jack Parham, a longtime physician in

64

Greenwood, S.C., has been inducted

THIS yEAR IS REUNION!

into the Greenwood County Hall of Fame.

Nancy Barker DuPree has been

He practiced medicine in Greenwood from

appointed social sciences coordinator

1965 to 1996 and established Greenwood

for the libraries system at the University

Women’s Clinic in 1982. He was one

of Alabama in Tuscaloosa.

Helping eacH OtHer in times Of neeD ...............................................................................................................................................
I was on campus with some prospective students
on the Sunday evening in March that Furman students
were returning from spring break. There was a pal
pable feeling that students were happy to see each
other and be back “home.”
It made me appreciate

February, when the Young Alumni Council, the Office
of Career Services, the Student Alumni Council, the
Alumni Office and the Office of Internship Programs
hosted an oncampus event attended by about 100
alumni and an equal number of students.
We will be holding similar programs around the

will benefit Furman in the future.
Visit http://furman.planyourlegacy.org to learn

even more the nebulous

country in the coming months. If you receive an

more, or contact the Office of Planned Giving

concept of the “Furman

invitation, we hope you will attend. Even if you’re not

at (864) 2943461, planned.giving@furman.edu.

Family.” Here are some

in the job market, it’s a great opportunity to meet and

ideas to make it a little less

greet Furman friends — and you never know what kind

A SPECIAL SINGERS REUNION

nebulous.

of contacts you might make.

June 1 is the deadline to register for this year’s Furman

We are in one of the

of the founders of HospiceCare of the

Singers reunion. Bingham Vick, Jr., director of the

Piedmont and is a past president of the

65

South Carolina Association of Obstetrics

Edward Lyles West (formerly Edward

and Gynecology and the Greenwood

C. West, Jr.) represented Furman at the

County Medical Society. He is a recipient

induction of Jimmy Carnes into the

HOMECOMING: OCTOBER 16-18

Singers since 1970, has announced that he will retire

times in our history. Knowing that, Furman is here

Plans are in full swing for Homecoming 2009, October

after the 200910 school year, so this marks his final

of the Order of the Palmetto, the state’s

National Track and Field Hall of Fame

to help all members of its closeknit family.

1618. Classes in reunion this fall end in 4 and 9.

reunion as the active director of the Singers.

highest civilian honor; the Palmetto Award,

December 6 in Reno, Nev. Carnes coached

Hospice’s statewide service award; and

at Furman in the early 1960s before mov

In keeping with Furman’s commitment to sustain

Most of the weekend’s activities will take place

Barker, offers free assistance to alumni. To learn

ability, the five youngest reunion classes (1984, 1989,

on campus, with accommodations in North Village.

Sertoma International’s Service to Mankind

ing to the University of Florida. He was the

what the office can do for you, visit the Web at

1994, 1999 and 2004) and members of nonreunion

The culminating performance will be Sunday morning,

Award.

first president of The Athletics Congress/

www.furman.edu/ocs or contact Larry Hudson,

classes from 1985 to 2008 will not receive hard copies

July 26, at First Baptist Church in Greenville.

alumni career counselor, at larry.hudson@furman.edu.

of the Homecoming brochure. Instead, they’ll receive

The Alumni Office can also provide lists of alumni

a postcard and email reminders regarding Homecoming.

working in specific areas.

Visit http://alumni.furman.edu and follow the
Furman Singers reunion link for registration details.

Along with the traditional events — football,
lunch at Cherrydale, departmental gatherings, Friday

THE PERFECT MEETING PLACE

can work with you to set up an internship for a current

night fun on Furman Mall — the university is intro

Many of you are in leadership positions in your com

student. Students even have access to funding to sup

ducing a special activity for alumni who took part

In the Office of Internship Programs, Susan Zeiger

port their internship through the Furman Advantage
program. Learn more at www.furman.edu/intern
or by writing susan.zeiger@furman.edu.
These are the kinds of services Furman provides.

in the ChurchRelated Vocations/Exploration of
Vocational Ministry program. Former CRV/EVM
students are invited to the Bryan Garden Room

for students and alumni. This year’s event took place in
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class gift. One way to boost your class gift — and

Association.

or conferences.

years, is president of the state Senate,

Holophane Division of Acuity Brands

which makes her the de facto lieutenant

Lighting Division. He lives in PoQuoson, Va.

The Younts Conference Center provides great

overnight meetings.
So think about your next conference or retreat
in GVegas rather than Las Vegas.
— TOM TRIPLITT ’76

Director, Alumni Association

been with the Athens Community Council
on Aging for 26 years.

70
The board of trustees of Virginia
Theological Seminary in Alexandria has
appointed the Rev. J. Barney Hawkins
as vice president of institutional advance
ciate dean and director for the Center
for Anglican Communion Studies and
as professor of pastoral theology. He is
treasurer of the North American Regional
Committee of St. George’s College,

governor. She is the first woman in the

78
Ingrid Blackwelder Erwin is included
in the 2009 edition of The Best Lawyers
in America in the field of labor and
employment law. She works for the
Jackson Lewis firm in Greenville.
Phillip Hare of Aiken, S.C., is pursuing
a Doctor of Management in Organizational
Leadership degree from the University
of Phoenix.
Author and educator Merrie Koester
Southgate has started a blog designed
to promote dialogue on the subjects of
science illiteracy and integrating the arts
and humanities into science curricula.
Visit wwwagnespflumm.blogspot.com.

Jerusalem.

73
John and Ginnie Lee Hodges
Monferdini of Lake, Miss., are relief
parents and teachers at Sunbelt Christian
Youth Ranch, a rescue ranch for atrisk
children and youth.

76
The State newspaper in Columbia, S.C.,
has promoted Steve Brook to managing
editor, the newsroom’s No. 2 post. He had
been the newspaper’s deputy managing
editor since 2005.
Carol Locher Ransone of Charlotte, N.C.,
earned an MBA degree from Queens

as senior sales representative for the

space available in North Village to accommodate

Homecoming also calls to mind thoughts of your

N.C.

figure in Maine state politics for many

In addition, in May of 2010 Furman will have extra

Furman also sponsors a career networking evening

utive director of the U.S. Track Coaches

Services if you are planning businessrelated meetings

hosted by the Office of the Chaplains.

at http://alumni.furman.edu.

Propst “Butts” Gale, January 31, Salisbury,

David Falls has retired after 30 years

October 16, from 7 to 8:30 p.m. for a reception

look would be most valuable.

boycotted the event. He is a former exec

Elizabeth Harrill Mitchell, a central

gets in touch about career possibilities, please take the

your way soon, either through the mail or on the Web

MARRIAGE: Ted M. Miller and Carolyn

panies, so remember Furman’s Conference and Event

But you can reciprocate. If a Furman student or alum

about whom they could contact or where they might

Olympic team, when the United States

68

service and wonderful food at competitive prices.

More information on Homecoming will be coming

USA and was head coach of the 1980 U.S.

62

of the Charles E. Daniel Chapel on Friday evening,

time to share your wisdom. Any advice or suggestions

57

Georgia’s population. She had previously

ment. He will continue to serve as asso

most uncertain economic

The Office of Career Services, headed by John

legislature to prepare for the aging of

University in December.

77
Carlos Rodriguez has been appointed
a judge for the Seventeenth Judicial Circuit

79
THIS yEAR IS REUNION!
Jeff Beggs has been hired by Elon (N.C.)
University as head athletics equipment
manager. He oversees maintenance
and inventory of all supplies, uniforms
and equipment for the baseball, football
and soccer programs. He previously was
a coach and athletics administrator at
WinderBarrow High School in Georgia,
where he was the 2007 and 2008 Georgia
Region 8AAAA Athletics Director of the
Year and the 2008 Georgia State AAAA
Athletics Director of the Year.

80
Roy “Butch” Blume has been named
managing editor of The Baptist Courier,
the newspaper for South Carolina Baptists.
He continues to oversee the publication’s
online edition, www.baptistcourier.com.

Court in Florida. He had been in private

country to be elected by her peers first

69

as Speaker of the state’s House of

THIS yEAR IS REUNION!

Representatives and later as Senate

Kathryn Fowler recently became exec

president. She received Furman’s

utive director of the Georgia Council on

Greenville on January 1 after being the

Distinguished Alumni Award in 1981.

Aging. She is a registered lobbyist and

church’s associate pastor for seven years.

advocate for aging issues and administers

He is also an adjunct professor at Erskine

a research and planning project for the

Theological Seminary.

practice in Fort Lauderdale since 1985
and was previously a public defender
in Broward County.

81
Stephen F. Clyborne became senior
pastor of Earle Street Baptist Church in
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